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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

 

Statement by Prime Minister Joseph Muscat following the publication of the inquiry requested by 

the Prime Minister on allegations that his wife and himself were owners of a company in Panama  

 

The independent inquiry regarding the allegation that the company ‘Egrant’ belongs to my wife, to 

me, or to anyone in my family, led by Magistrate Aaron Bugeja, leaves no doubt, and is as clear as 

crystal. 

 

Not one of the allegations that were made involving my wife Michelle, myself, my family, or persons 

close to us were found to be true. Not only was no evidence found that Egrant belongs to my wife, or 

to me, or to anyone in my family, but not even was one shred of proof found that somehow 

substantiates the allegations regarding Egrant that were made against my wife Michelle, myself, or 

anyone in my family. 

 

The calumny – the greatest lie in our country’s political history – today is not only confirmed as being 

such, but certified. A lie certified as such, by an inquiry undertaken by a member of the judiciary, not 

chosen by myself to lead this inquiry, and who enjoys the trust of everyone, and who took 15 months 

to establish all the facts down to the smallest detail. 

 

Furthermore, the inquiry has resulted that documents and signatures were falsified in an attempt to 

present them as evidence against my wife and I.  

 

The declarations of trust, the papers, which should have been the basis of the evidence that Egrant 

belongs to my wife or to myself, were falsified. Someone falsified them.  

 

This therefore was a clear attempt at a frame-up against myself in my capacity as Prime Minister, and 

against myself in my personal capacity and my family, by those who sought to have my wife and I 

taken to Court and face accusations that could have resulted in a prison sentence of up to 12 years. 

 

The coward who sought to do this, attempted this by means of falsified documents and falsified 

signatures. 

 

Even worse, those behind this attempt, and those who should have known better and scrutinised these 

documents carefully before believing them genuine, attempted to destabilise a country and do 

irreparable damage to the economy – the lifeblood from which every Maltese and Gozitan family 

draw their daily living. 

  

I will quote verbatim from the conclusions of the inquiry: 
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“The declarations of trust were analysed by the Forensic Document Analysts Keyforensic Services 

Limited, from the UK, twice over, and it was found that the signatures of Jaquiline Alexander as 

indicated on them, when compared to the signatures of Jaquiline Alexander, did not match.” 

 

The inquiry adds: “These declarations of trust therefore are falsified documents, produced by persons 

who, at this stage, are unknown.”  

 

In the inquiry, it is also factually concluded that “no documented link was established or other 

testimony found was that links Michelle Muscat with the ownership of the company Egrant Inc.” 

 

As we said from the very first day, neither my wife, nor myself, nor anyone in my family, had an 

account in Pilatus Bank, let alone having ever received €1 million through it. 

 

The inquiry in fact concludes that there was never a transaction of a payment of US$1,017,000 from 

the account of Sahra FZCO to Egrant, or any other transaction between these companies. 

 

The court also notes that it has examined the allegation that evidence was removed from Pilatus Bank 

in the famous suitcase at night, which was a lie that was invented to further tarnish me. 

 

The court leaves nothing up to the imagination in affirming: “From this CCTV footage, it results that 

the allegation that, on 20 April 2017 at night, Ali Sadr clandestinely removed large amounts of 

documents which were related to the allegations that were being published Daphne Caruana Galizia, 

was unfounded.” 

 

In the same manner, the inquiry dispels all doubt regarding allegations of a flight taking place that 

night from Malta towards Azerbaijan, which was another falsehood. 

 

The Court also notes that an evaluation was carried out, which gave great importance to the testimony 

of Daphne Caruana Galizia, who had given her testimony with regard to myself and my wife, before 

she was murdered – and here I take the opportunity to underline that this inquiry in no way diminishes 

my resolve to, in the same way that the persons who allegedly carried out the murder were arrested, 

continue to uncover all the facts pertaining to this case – as well as the testimony of Maria Efimova, 

a person who, after testifying in court, fled from the country and today is vociferous in speaking out 

against Malta, with the support and assistance of those who put their trust in her before checking the 

facts, and who are now caught up in this web of deceit. 

 

In relation to this, the Court affirms: “This inquiry found great difficulty in, with regard to its more 

important aspects, reconciling the versions delivered by Maria Efimova on one side, and Daphne 

Caruana Galizia and Pierre Portelli on the other, with the rest of the evidence gathered on another 

side.” 

 

It adds: “From certain aspects, even those crucial to this inquiry, there are versions which are so 

contrasting, that one has no option but to have to take a position regarding whom to believe, and in 

what one can believe.” 

 

So much so, that the inquiry frequently notes that the principal witnesses were “either incompatible 

with each other, or completely disproven by the evidence gathered.” 
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From here begin a series of witnesses that confirm the inconsistencies between when between those 

than claim to have seen the documents, while others say that these documents never arrived, while 

others still blame each other. 

 

Some claim to have seen the declaration of trust, some say that it was never given to them, and others 

yet say that they merely glimpsed them. 

 

Ultimately, those persons who gave us ample indications that they hold the only unvarnished truth, 

found themselves repeatedly contradicting one another, and in some occasions, even contradicted 

themselves from one testimony to the next. 

 

I note that, in the manner in which this testimony was documented by the Magistrate, leaves no room 

for but doubt stemming from the inconsistencies of those who sought to fabricate a web of deceit 

involving my wife, myself, and my family. 

 

Neither has it resulted that Michelle Buttigieg, a family friend who lives in New York, was in receipt 

of a payment of $400,000, or was in receipt of any other payment to her or her company. Even in this 

case, it was confirmed that a falsity was perpetrated on innocent persons whose only fault was to a 

friend to us long before we become involved in politics. 

 

The Court also notes: The allegations which are relevant to the inquiry regarding Egrant Inc were not 

found to have been supported by the facts: neither as emerging from witness testimony, nor 

documentary. 

 

Finally, the Magistrate dispels all doubts by concluding: 

 

Firstly: Egrant was neither mine nor my wife’s, or any member of my family, without a doubt. 

 

Secondly: It was confirmed that neither my wife, nor I, (and the magistrate adds Keith Schembri, 

Konrad Mizzi, or John Dalli) according to this inquiry, was involved in corruption and/or money 

laundering from Azerbaijan, and this being done through accounts in Pilatus Bank as was alleged by 

Daphne Caruana Galizia. 

 

I must underline – what I said from the very first day when the inquiry was published was that this 

was a lie, with full complicity and coordination from the then Leader of the Opposition Simon 

Busuttil, who knew beforehand what would be said and when, was consistent with what I always 

insisted. 

 

Morally, I had no obligation to request an inquiry because my wife and I were at peace with ourselves 

since we knew this was a lie from the very first minute. However my capacity as Prime Minister 

required higher political standards. It is precisely to live up to that higher standard that I requested 

this inquiry. 

We were hurt, but we did not fear the calls to throw us both into jail. Because what today has been 

confirmed, we knew as fact from the very first moment when we faced this sickening allegation. 

 

I wish to underline that the inquiry spans more than 1,500 pages, during the course of which 477 were 

interviewed, and involved international experts, as well as local ones, and took 15 months to conclude. 
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What I said on 20th April 2017, today has been found to have been truth, and nothing but the truth. 

What others claimed, was found to have been false. 

 

I had also said that if there was the smallest shred of truth in the findings of the inquiry, I would resign 

immediately from Prime Minister. I also said, that if however the inquiry finds that the allegations 

were found to be a lie against me in my capacity as Prime Minister of our country, which attempted 

to destabilise the country, and therefore must shoulder the political responsibility for making this 

claim. 

 

Today, I stand before you as a Prime Minister who was confirmed by the Maltese and Gozitan people 

in the election held on June 2017, during which the Maltese and Gozitan people did not believe in 

calumnies levelled against me, and now the people were proven right. 

 

Today, I can confirm that I am Prime Minister of the country legitimately, without the looming 

shadow of doubt. 

 

It is clear that there was an intricate web of deceit which was woven to harm my family and I in a 

deeply personal manner, and to destabilise the country. That someone sat down to intentionally devise 

a whole series of falsehoods intended to damage me personally, and in particular my wife and 

children. 

 

Among those who had full awareness of all of this, and therefore have no excuse and cannot say that 

they did not know, because if they were not part of those who fabricated this lie, they should have 

done their due diligence before appropriating the falsehood, and went as far as to take the people 

down into the streets in an attempt to destabilise the country, is the former Leader of the Opposition. 

 

With full responsibility, I affirm that never before in the history of our country, has there been a 

politician who was so irresponsible as to completely disregard the country’s wellbeing, and who went 

as far as to endanger the country’s stability for personal gain and glory, gambling as he did on an 

outrageous allegation to become Prime Minister. He was mistaken, and grossly so. 

 

Today we know that he is not only a failed politician, but that his name will go down in history not 

as a paladin of truth as he presents himself, but rather as part of the greatest political lie in our 

country’s history. 

 

Today justice is being served, not simply with regard to myself, my wife, and my children, who have 

suffered on a personal level for over a year, but justice is being served with regard to the whole 

country, to whom I have and still am giving so much energy as a Prime Minister, together with my 

whole team. 

 

Finally, this is a moment which separates men from the boys. I expect, without delay, for the former 

Leader of the Opposition Simon Busuttil to shoulder political responsibility, and resign from every 

position he occupies both in Malta and abroad. 

 

This in full consistency with what I said myself, that if the inquiry found the smallest shred of truth 

regarding Egrant with regard to myself, my wife, or anyone in my family, I would resign immediately. 
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However I always added that I similarly expect that – as has in fact, resulted – if the inquiry finds that 

the allegations were a lie from that to finish, Simon Busuttil should resign immediately from every 

position he occupies. 

 

Busuttil is at the heart of an attempted political crisis that endangered every family in Malta. At the 

time, on the basis of a calumny, he insisted that I could not continue to occupy the role of Prime 

Minister. 

 

Today, his calumny was confirmed, and therefore I say to him that he cannot continue representing 

the people in Parliament. Be a man for once. You know full well that the only honourable way forward 

open to you is to step down. 

 

To the current Leader of the Opposition, I remind him that today he is carrying this responsibility. He 

should begin by immediately removing Simon Busuttil from Spokesperson for Good Governance. If 

Simon Busuttil does not resign from the Parliament of Malta on his own initiative, he should be 

requested to do so. 

 

In the absence of this, the Leader of the Opposition will be tarnishing himself also with this attempted 

elaborate frame-up that tried to destabilise the country. 

 

As has already become known through the Attorney General’s statement earlier this morning, I, 

through my lawyer Dr Pawlu Lia, requested a cull copy of the inquiry. This request was met. 

 

I have also requested the Attorney General to publish the inquiry in its entirety. I must say that the 

Attorney General’s advice is that the inquiry’s first part, containing banking details of private persons, 

the final part, where persons who may be subject to further police investigations, are not published. 

 

With full respect to the Attorney General and his role, I expressed my disagreement. 

 

I believe that in the National interest, and in the interest of the full transparency with which I acted 

throughout, I feel that the inquiry should be published in full. In this way, I am receiving additional 

legal advice so that this takes place, and at the same time ensuring that private persons’ privacy is not 

violated, and that any possible ulterior investigations that may follow are not disrupted. I will be 

doing this in the coming days. 

 

I wish to thank the Maltese and Gozitan people who put their faith in me as Prime Minister, even in 

the face of all the lies that were being made in my regard. They were right, and then were proven 

right. Today, I woke up determined that today would be, as I always said, my last day as Prime 

Minister if the inquiry shed any doubt on what I have always maintained. It was confirmed that I have 

told you the truth, so I remain committed to keep serving you as Prime Minister. 

 

I must say that one of my greatest disappointments today is with that my wife Michelle is not standing 

besides me today, as she wished, because she is currently abroad on commitments related to her 

efforts in the voluntary work sector. 

 

I am disappointed because this story was an attempt to assassinate her character, simply because she 

is my wife, by cowardly persons who could not target me directly, so they attempted to target my 

family. She had to ensure months of inventions, incitement, scrutiny, and hatred. I thank her for 
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staying strong. At night there were times when we cried together, and wondered why there would be 

some who would lie about us in this manner, and whatever could we have done to these persons. But 

we would wake up the next day strong and determined to keep working, harder and better than before. 

We wondered if ever the day would come when the truth would be known. Today, fate has decided 

that this day would come on a day when we are not together. But it has finally come. 

 

To my daughters, I thank them also, because they suffered alongside us. I tell them that neither their 

father nor their mother is going to jail. I tell them that their father is proud that he is the Prime Minister 

of Malta, and hope that they are proud of me as much as I as I proud of them. 

 


